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The lake water you went swimming in this summer may have been B

i

the same water that a dinosaur drank a long time ago. The amount of

ddd

water on the Earth is the same as it was millions of years ago. Water |s_
always moving from the sky to the ground and back again througha —

process called thevaiaterycie

The water cycle begins when solar energy from the Sun heats up \}v;tér
in lakes, rivers, oceans, and puddles. The heat of the Sun causes wafe:tb :
evaporai® or turn from a liquid into a gas. Water in the form of gas, or::l i
water vapor, rises in the atmosphere where cooler temperatures causlefi%sE
to form tiny water droplets. The process of water changing from a gas to- ==
a liquid is callecconddrsetidimnAs water condenses, the water droplets::I?-"
group together to form clouds. Once the water droplets join together - —
and become heavy, they fall to the Earth pregipgtafioatiéirecipitation Q=
can take the form of rain, sleet, snow, or hail. Precipitation collects in \ — <=
lakes, oceans, rivers, ponds, and under the surface of the Earth. Thenthe==

cycle repeats itself over and over again. e

Without sunlight, the temperature of the Earth would be below =
freezing. Not only would the Earth be extremely cold, the water cycle | = =
would cease. There would be no clouds and no weather. The Sun has = ==
been providing solar energy to the Earth and the water cycle for billionsT ==

of years!

Reading Questions:s

1. Bxplaimbowenendy droryihe /Sumideves theavaterdycle.
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3. [Byourown words,describelthenratergyele.

4. What are the differentiférms-of forecipitation??

QO =
Aﬁmmw Use the diagram to answer the questions.

GROUND WATER
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