






1. What is the difference between renewable and nonrenewable resources? 

    Underline where you found each answer in the text. 

1. What percentage of energy resources came from fossil fuels in 2021?

2. Which was the most widely-used renewable power source in 2021?

2. What can we do to conserve Earth’s natural resources?

Answer the questions based on this graph. This graph shows the U.S. 
primary energy consumption in 2021. Most of our energy comes
from nonrenewable fossil fuels: petroleum (oil), natural gas, and coal. 
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                            Earth’s Natural Resources
     The Earth has many natural resources we use in everyday life. Natural 

resources can be classi�ed into the categories of renewable and 

nonrenewable. Renewable resources can regrow or be replaced by 

natural processes. Some examples of renewable resources are air, water, 

plants, and animals. Without air, plants and animals would not survive. 

We need air to breathe, and we can also utilize moving air, or wind, as 

an energy source. We drink water and also use it to cook, clean, and help 

grow plants. Water can also be used to produce electricity. Plants provide 

fruits, vegetables, grain, and cotton. Trees provide wood to help build our 

homes, to make furniture, and to make paper. Plants and trees are 

considered renewable because they can easily be regrown. Because 

animals have the ability to reproduce, they are classi�ed as renewable 

resources. Animals provide us with meat, eggs, milk, and animal skin can 

be used to make clothing and furniture.

     Some natural resources are only available in a limited supply. 

Nonrenewable resources, usually found in the ground, take thousands or 

millions of years to form. Some examples of nonrenewable resources are 

coal, oil, and natural gas. Most of the energy we use to power our homes 

and businesses comes from nonrenewable resources. If we continue to 

use nonrenewable resources too much, one day they will run out.

       Conservation is the protection of Earth’s natural resources. We can 

conserve resources by reducing, reusing, and recycling. We can reduce 

the use of coal, oil, and natural gas and instead use renewable energy 

sources like the sun, water, and wind. We can also reduce the use of 

resources when we turn o� the lights and conserve water. We can reuse 

plastic bags, and we can share clothing for others to use. We can recycle 

items such as plastic, paper, and aluminum cans. The conservation of 

natural resources is important to our survival. We must all do our part to 

use natural resources wisely and treat our planet with care.

 

Reading Questions

 

Activity

G4 Project VICTORY 2023 G4 Project VICTORY 2023

• Geothermal - heat energy from the Earth.
• Biomass - energy generated or produced by recently living organisms.
• Hydroelectric - use of falling or fast-running water to produce electricity.

Answer key is provided on page 8!
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