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Storytelling and retelling and  
higher-order Thinking for English  
Language and Literacy Acquisition  
(STELLA) is an innovative program  
designed to impact K-3 English  
Language Learners’ growth in  
English, reading, and science. 

This curriculum facilitates 
interactive story reading between 
teachers and students and develops 
students’ comprehension through 
the use of higher-order questioning 
and thinking strategies. 

STELLA provides meaningful 
and engaging opportunities for 
students to respond to literature 
while also expanding vocabulary, 
listening skills, and speaking skills.
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STELLA  Grade 1      ST11600 1 © 2020 Texas A&M University System

A violin is a musical instrument.
Un violín es un instrumento musical. 

Massive means very large and heavy. Masivo significa muy 
grande y pesado. 

Tough means having strong muscles or strong feelings.
Rudo significa tener músculos fuertes o sentimientos fuertes.

What can you lift that shows you are tough?

What can you lift that is massive?

Story Vocabulary

Lesson 1    Tough Boris           Day 1

Build Background Vocabulary

violin, tough,
massive

I am tough. I can lift
.

I can lift
that is/are massive.CRDLL
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Shared Writing
Write complete sentences and draw a picture of the object that is massive and the 
object that is large and heavy.

Which of these is massive? Which is large and heavy? 
dog bowling ball ship

A _______________ is massive.      A ______________ is large and heavy.

Tough Boris
Characters Settings Problem Solution

A            is massive. 
A                is large 
and heavy.
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Have you ever been greedy? What did you want but did not need? 

Scruffy means not neat and not clean. 
Desaliñado significa no ordenado y no 
limpio.

How are the pirates in the story tough?

Who do you predict took the violin?

Story Vocabulary

Build Background Vocabulary

violin, tough, massive, 
scruffy, greedy

Lesson 1    Tough Boris           Day 2

I predict
took the violin.

The pirates in the 
story are tough
because

.

Greedy means wanting to have more of something that is not 
needed, like money or food. Codicioso significa querer tener más 
de algo que no se necesita, como dinero o comida. 
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Shared Writing
Write a complete sentence and draw a picture of the scruffy thing you chose. 

Which of these things is scruffy? 
dog jeans pirate

 is/are 
scruffy.
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Fearless means not afraid.
Sin miedo significa no temer. 

The dirty pirate was __________. 
The _______ pirates grabbed the gold coins. 
Boris, the pirate, was __________.  
The _______ pirate had strong muscles. 

Word Bank

massive
scruffy
tough
greedy

Complete the sentences below using the descriptive 
words in the word bank.

Scary describes something that causes fear. 
Temible describe algo que causa miedo.

The dirty pirate was 
           . The
pirates grabbed the 
gold coins. Boris, the
pirate, was .
The              pirate
had strong muscles.

Story Vocabulary

Build Background Vocabulary

violin, tough, massive, 
scruffy, greedy, 
fearless, scary

Lesson 1    Tough Boris           Day 3
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Shared Writing
Write a complete sentence and draw a picture of the thing you are not afraid of. 

Choose a picture that you are fearless or not afraid of. 

pirate spider kitten 

I am fearless or not 
afraid of a .

CRDLL
A Sam

ple



STELLA  Grade 1      ST11600 7 © 2020 Texas A&M University System

To cry is when tears fall from your eyes. 
Sometimes, when crying, people make loud noises because of 
pain, sadness, and other strong feelings. Llorar es cuando las 
lágrimas caen de tus ojos. Al llorar, a veces las personas hacen ruidos 
fuertes debido al dolor, la tristeza u otros sentimientos. 

Who cried in the story? Why?

When do you cry?

Shared Writing
Write a complete sentence and circle the picture of what makes you greedy. Which of 
these makes you greedy? 
money  hot dogs  toys

             cried in the
story because

.

Story Vocabulary

Build Background Vocabulary

violin, tough, massive, 
scruffy, greedy, fearless, 

scary, cry

Lesson 1    Tough Boris           Day 4

I cry when
.

make/makes
me greedy.CRDLL
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Draw a picture to illustrate your story.

Write the title of your story and your name below.

Describe your pirate.

Story Vocabulary

Review Vocabulary

violin, tough, massive, 
scruffy, greedy, fearless, 

scary, cry

Lesson 1    Tough Boris           Day 5

Tough
By

My pirate is
.
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